
2021 Draft 
Foster Comprehensive Plan

Updates Responding to 
State Comments on 2019 Draft Plan



Overview Tonight: • Comprehensive Plan Status
• State Review Comments
• Update Data
• Goals, Objectives, Policies, Actions
Organization & Format
 Consistency - State Goals & Policies

• Mapping



Municipal 
Comprehensive Plans:

• Promote Orderly Growth & 
Development

• Ensure Local Land Use Regulation Is 
Consistent With Comp. Plan –
o Zoning
o Land Development (Subdivision)

• Coordinate Planning –
o Town and State
o Neighboring Towns



Foster’s Comprehensive 
Plan Status:

• Foster’s 1991 Plan (1989 RI Law)
• Foster Plan Updates in 2003, 

Amended 2004, 2006
• Changes to RI Law 2011, 2012
• Foster Draft Update 2015-2019
• March 2019 Draft Submitted to RI 

Division of Statewide Planning
• July 2019 State Comment Letter



2019 Draft Chapters:
• Introduction
• Natural Resources, Conservation, and 

Recreation
• Historical and Cultural Resources
• Community Services and Facilities
• Natural Hazards
• Transportation Network
• Growing Economy
• Housing Opportunity
• Land Use
• Implementation Program



Statewide Planning 
Comments:
• Old Data (2014 – 2015) Needs Update

• Goals, Objectives, Policies, & Actions
o Organization & Format
o Approvability – Consistency with State 

Goals and Policies

• Some Natural Resource Maps Missing

• Analysis of Recreation Needs

• Identification of Historic Sites on Map

• Nike Site Discussion

• Floodplain Map & Development Policy

• Low & Moderate Income (LMI) Housing

• Future Land Use Map, Zoning Map (& Any 
Inconsistencies Identified)

• Implementation Program



• State Comments:
Update Data

• 2019 Draft Used 2010 – 2014 American 
Community Survey (ACS) Data

• 2021 Draft Uses 2015 – 2019 ACS Data
• 2020 U.S. Census Data Not Available Yet
• Other Data Updated:

o Employment (RIDOL)
o School Population (Town)
o Building Permits (Town / Census)
o Tax Revenue (Town / RIDOR)



State Comments:

• Update Old Data
o Tables
o Text



State Comments:

• Update Old Data
o Figures
o Text
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• State Comments: Consistency - State Goals & Policies

• State Goals & 
Policies:

o Listed From RI 
Comp. Plan 
Handbooks

o Assigned
Unique
Identifier



• State Comments: Consistency - State Goals & Policies

• State Goals & 
Policies:

o Cross –
Referenced 
With Foster’s

o Goals,
Objectives,
Policies

o Identified Gaps 
& Potential 
Inconsistencies

o Suggest Some
Changes



State Comments - Maps:

New GIS Maps, So Far:
• Aquifers and Wellheads
• Conservation Areas
• Floodplains
• Forested Areas
• Natural Heritage Areas
• Unfragmented Forests
• Watersheds
• Wetlands



Work to Do: • Review / Update Action Items, 
Priorities, Implementation

• Review / Finalize Goals & Policies
• Recreation Inventory / Needs
• Affordable Housing
• Mapping Future Land Use, Zoning
• Assemble / Final Review 2021

Draft
• Suggest Resubmit to State as Draft
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